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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SF.UNSC 
SUB J : NAMIBIA 

1 . BRITISH AMBASSADOR SIR DAVID SCOTT CALLED ON ME THIS 
AFTERNOON TO DISCUSS HANDLING OF THE NAMIBIA QUESTION. 
RECALLING A CONVERSATION THAT WE HAD WITH THE FRENCH 
AMBASSADOR TEN DAYS AGO, HE SAID THAT IN LONDON THE 
FRENCH HAD INQUIRED ABOUT HMG WILLINGNESS TO MAKE ANOTHER 
TRI-PARTITE DEMARCHE BEFORE THE UNSC DEBATE ON AUGUST 31. 

SIR DAVID INDICATED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WAS AGAINST SUCH 
AN INITIATIVE AT THIS TIME. HE CITED THREE REASONS: 

(A) GIVEN PAST EXPERIENCE, THERE WAS NOT ENOUGH TIME TO 
DEVELOP A MEANINGFUL, NEW INITIATIVE; (B) IT MIGHT BE 
MORE ADVANTAGEOUS TO HOLD A NEW TRI PARTITE APPROACH IN 
RESERVE FOR A MORE PRODUCTIVE OPPORTUNITY; AND (C) THE 
BRITISH FOR DOMESTIC POLITICAL REASONS DID NOT WANT TO 
BE PUBLICLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE FRENCH AT THIS 
PARTICULAR TIME BECAUSE OF THE KOEBERG PROJECT. HE 
HASTENED TO ADD THAT THE THIRD REASON WAS NOT PASSED 
TO THE FRENCH. 

2. SIR DAVID ASKED WHAT VIEWS I HAD ON THE SUBJECT. 
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I TOLD HIM THAT I HAD HEARD NOTHING FROM WASHINGTON ON 
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POSSIBLE CONCERTED ACTION IN ADVANCE OF THE UNSC DEBATE, 
AND IN THE ABSENCE OF SUCH GUIDANCE I PREFERRED NOT TO 
VENTURE ANY PERSONAL OPINION. SIR DAVID THEN SAID 
HMG BELIEVED THAT IT MIGHT BE USEFUL FOR THE THREE 
GOVERNMENTS TO GET TOGETHER ON TACTICS TO BE FOLLOWED 
IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL AND, ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM 
LONDON, HAD SO SUGGESTED TO OUR FRENCH COLLEAGUE. HE 
WAS NOT SURE WHAT BEST VENUE FOR SUCH TALKS WOULD BE, 
ALTHOUGH HE WAS INCLINED TO USE PARIS FOR THIS PURPOSE. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: WOULD APPRECIATE KNOWING 
DEPARTMENT'S AND USUN'S CURRENT THINKING ON HOW TO 
HANDLE THE NAMIBIAN QUESTION WHEN IT COMES UP AT THE 
END OF THE MONTH. 

BOWDLER 
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